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OGC Has Reviewed

9 July 1973

MEMORANIUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence
SUBJECT 1 leglsiative Requestc for Testimony by CIA Officimle

1. The right of the Sxecutive Branch $o refuse to produce
vitnasses or reoords at the request of congressional committess
haa pever been fimally resalved. Headc of agencies and the
Preaident have instructed witnesses not to testify when confi-
dential information would be involved. This normally requires
the demonstvation of the confidential nature of the inforamtion.

2. CIA is in & somevhat different position. It 1s
sssantial to the proper perfoarmance of its funetionz to esteb-
iish thet it cannot be required to poduce information upon
legislative vequests. 7Tbe pest buosls for refusing to produce
vitnesses would be for the mm, wvho hes exelusive supervision
of international relstions under the Constitution; to assert that
bis intalligence aganay, which is an integral elesment in the
istaruational relations field, canpot be permitted to respond
W inwestigation by congressionsl coomittess, but that wpon
speaific requestc for information by such committecs the heed
of the agenay or, on referval by him, the President will
dstarnine viwt informetion may be divulged. It could, simul-
ascusly, be poimted out that in the pasi the Agency bae

with Congress as fully as possible in the light of
the Dirsator's statutory responsibilities and Presildentisl
poliicy in furnishing information regquested by the Congrecs,
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